
dan avila disovers the ultimate combination of  
jaw-dropping beauty and out-of-this-world  
adventure in Hawaii.

The Aloha 
feeling 

There is a reason why the islands of Hawaii 
have held a special place in the imagination of 
travellers for more than 100 years. In a world 
saturated with travel opportunities, people 
may search for the 'next big thing' or an 
'undiscovered jewel', but Hawaii continues to 
deliver a holiday filled with jaw-dropping 
natural spectacles and adventure pursuits, 
combined with safety and convenience. Add 
some of the world’s best weather along with 
intense scenic diversity, and a trip to Hawaii is 
an unbeatable family holiday destination.
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More to Maui
Just a short hop from Honolulu on the island 
of Oahu, the landscape of Maui is dominated 
by the Haleakala Crater, which, unlike some in 
the island group, is safely extinct. Setting off in 
a topless Jeep Wrangler we head to the fabled 
North Shore to make the most of the scent of 
the ocean and Maui’s sublime weather: warm, 
yet without the oppressive humidity one 
might expect on a tropical island. 

There are a few things that become 
immediately apparent: every place has a 

certain ‘feel’ about it. Sometimes it is hard to 
define, but in Maui, that vibe is relaxed and 
happy. Here, there is a calmness to people  
– from travellers and locals to kids, surfers, 
families and couples – all seemingly 
intoxicated by the beauty and atmosphere  
of this beautiful island. We drive from the 
North Shore to the uber-cool town of Paia 
and across to Hana. Some of the island’s best 
surfing can be experienced here, at places like 
Hookipa Beach. Families with kids of all ages 
can enjoy the protected beach, with older kids 
surfing the long shore break, and younger 
children content to play in the shallows 
alongside dozens of Hawaiian green turtles 
soaking up the sun on the warm sand. Even 
the turtles in Maui are happy and relaxed. 

Maui’s scenery is overwhelming, with 
gorgeous ocean on one side and rainforests 
and waterfalls on the other. It proves  
the ultimate antidote to electronic devices, 
except for the camera, which is a real struggle  
to put down as everything is so photogenic. 

Maui has a little something for everyone 
with attractions and activities to suit 
adventure-seekers, nature-lovers as well as 
lovers of a little luxury. 

The manicured town of Wailea has a 
Beverly Hills feel to it with luxury boutiques 
and sprawling oceanfront hotels. The 
incredible Fairmont Kea Lani offers large 
suites and beachfront family villas with views 
of breaching humpback whales in front and a 
kid-friendly pool behind. 
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Oahu stopover
It’s worth making time for a 
stopover in Oahu, referred to as 
"The Gathering Place" with its 
laid-back surf towns, bustling 
city life and fascinating culture 
that is a fusion of East, West and 
native traditions of the Hawaiian 
people. For a taste of those 
traditions visit Germaine’s Luau, 
a celebration of traditional 
music, dance and food. Located 
on the shores of West Oahu, a 
fantastic journey of dance and 
song awaits you with incredible 
performances including the 
dramatic Samoan Fire-Knife 
dance and the more genteel 
hula, while you indulge in a 
Hawaiian feast.
germainesluau.com

Big fun on the Big Island
Hawaii’s Big Island is just a short flight from 
Maui, but offers a complete change of 
scenery. This is an island dominated by active 
volcanoes and is not unlike taking the kids to 
Jurassic Park, sans dinosaurs. The Big Island is 
an adventure wonderland with diverse 
climates and terrain, and a short drive from its 
surf beaches has us at Waipi‘o Valley where 
we ride the valley rim on a high-octane ATV 
tour. Kids aged five to 15 are driven by expert 
guides in ATV buggies, while older teens can 
take on the quad bikes, charging through the 
forests to the Valley of the Kings. The trail is 
full of appropriately challenging terrain, and 
the end of the adventure ride results in 
muddy faces and clothes, wide eyes and big 
smiles all around. 

Kids have a fascination with the raw 
geological power of a volcano and, driving 

out of the main town of Kona, all-
encompassing lava flows from previous 
eruptions coat the landscape. It’s just a hint of 
what lies ahead at Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park. Here, a full-day of experiences is on 
offer, one of the most intriguing of which is 
exploring its ancient lava tubes. The caves, 
created by subterranean lava flows eons ago, 
look like they were formed by a giant tunnel 
boring machine. 

It’s a short drive or hike back to the main 
crater in the park and, although it is viewed 
from a safe distance, seeing the vents of 
sulphurous steam pour out of the ground all 
around, like a Jurassic spa, makes the volcano 
experience even more visceral. It is definitely 
worth staying until after sundown and driving 
around to the Jaggar Museum & Overlook 
from which the fiery lava can be seen 
bubbling bright against the night sky. 

Info gohawaii.com/au 

Getting there Hawaiian Airlines flies direct to 
Oahu from Sydney and Brisbane between all 

Hawaiian Islands. hawaiianairlines.com.au   
Stay fairmont.com princeresortshawaii.com 

Do paradisecopters.com

Hawaii Report Card

01 Fresh drinking coconut  
02 Colourful locals 03 Surf 
culture is part of everday life on 
Maui 04 Fresh drinking 
coconut 05 Surf's up  
06 Tricked-out surf van 07 The 
Big Island. All images © Dan Avila 
Photography
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Experiencing the volcanoes from the 
ground is exciting, but to cap off an adventure 
holiday that will provide fodder for stories for 
years to come, take a low-altitude, high-
power helicopter run over the live lava flow. 
Paradise Helicopters operates out of the 
town of Hilo and supply all passengers with 
wind jackets, which were necessary as we 
opted for the doors-off option to ensure a full 
sensory experience of our ride in a jet-
powered chopper. As the pilot banks over the 
lava pits on the edge of the island, we watch 
millions of tonnes of molten rock flow into the 
sea, vaporising the water instantly, causing 
steam to billow into the sky. 

These two incredible islands more than 
deliver on their promise of spectacular natural 
and cultural adventure, and will inspire kids of 
any age to squeeze every exciting moment 
they can from their holiday in paradise. 
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